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Jessica Jane O’Hara      .  
Education 


The University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Ph.D. English, December, 2003

Dissertation Title: Undercover Irishness: Espionage, Empire, and Identity in Irish Literature, 1880-2000. 

Director: Weldon Thornton

The University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
M.A. English, 1998 

Thesis Title: Slipping Between the Cracks: Degeneration, Heterogeneity, and the Irish Subject in Stoker’s Dracula 

Directors: Susan J. Navarette, UNC, and Michael Valdez Moses, Duke University

The University of Notre Dame

 
 B.A. English and Government, 1994

    Magna cum Laude 

TEaching positions
Teaching Professor of Communication Arts & Sciences

     
         Fall 2022-
The Pennsylvania State University, University Park
Associate Teaching Professor of Communication Arts & Sciences

     Fall 2016-Spring 2022
The Pennsylvania State University, University Park
Lecturer in English
                                                      Fall 2004-Summer 2016
The Pennsylvania State University, University Park
 

Faculty Leader, Ireland Summer Study Abroad Program
       Summers 09,11,14

The Pennsylvania State University
Assistant Professor, University Writing Program

    Fall 2003-Spring 2004
The George Washington University, Washington, D.C.
   


Independent Studies Faculty, English 32, Business Writing 
    Fall 1999-Spring 2003


Friday Center for Continuing Education, The University of North Carolina

Graduate Teaching Fellow, English Department

Fall 1996-Summer 2002

The University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill


Administrative POsitions

Course Coordinator for Rhetoric and Civic Life (English/CAS 137H-138T) 
         Fall 2017-Present
Department of Communication Arts & Sciences, The 

he Pennsylvania State University, University Park     
Director, Excellence in Communication Certificate
    Fall 2011-Spring 2015
College of Liberal Arts, The 

he Pennsylvania State University, University Park     
Director, Rhetoric and Civic Life (English/CAS 137H-138T)
  Fall 2015- Spring 2017

First-year honors rhetoric and composition course



College of Liberal Arts, The 

he Pennsylvania State University, University Park   
Assistant/Acting Director, Rhetoric and Civic Life (English/CAS 137H-138T)
    Fall 2009-Spring 2015
 
First-year honors rhetoric and composition course



College of Liberal Arts, The 

he Pennsylvania State University, University Park       

Assistant Director, Writing Across the Curriculum
         
   Fall 2004-Spring 2009
The Center for Excellence in Writing, The Pennsylvania State University, University Park



Publications  
“Crisis, Cruelty, and Curation: Staging ‘Freakish’ History in James MacDonald’s Wellclose Square and Unsex 


Me Here.” Freaks of History: Two Plays for Ensemble Performance by James MacDonald. Intellect, 

Ltd., April, 2017.
“Blowing up the Nation: Vulnerability and Violence in James MacDonald’s Post-National England.” Carnival 
 
Texts: Three Plays for Ensemble Performance by James MacDonald. Intellect, Ltd.: Chicago, 2011. 
178-86.

“Making Their Presence Known; TV’s Ghost-Hunter Phenomenon in a ‘Post-‘ World.” Ed. Thomas Fahy. The 

  
Philosophy of Horror. University of Kentucky Press: Lexington, KY, 2010.  72-85.
Conferences & Invited Talks

Presenter: “More than Leprechauns: The Rich Tradition of Irish Folklore,” Penn State Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, Penn State University, March 25, 2024. 

Panel Presenter: “No Man is an Island: Sociability, Social Contagion, and the Pandemic in Martin McDonagh’s The Banshees of Inisherin, National Meeting of American Conference for Irish Studies, San Jose State, June 7-10, 2024
Panel Presenter: “Shape Shifting at the Water’s Edge: Slippery Existence in Mary O’Malley’s Poetry”, National Meeting of American Conference for Irish Studies, Boston, MA, March 20-November 24, 2019.
Panel Presenter: “Vernacular Truths: The Relocation of Myth Contemporary Irish Women’s Poetry.” South Atlantic Modern Language Association Meeting, Atlanta, GA, November 2-November 5, 2017.

Panel Presenter: “”Between inheritance and instinct’: The Three Irish Poets anthology of Paula Meehan, Mary O’Malley, and Eavan Boland, American Conference on Irish Studies Southern Regional Meeting, Lexington, KY, March 9-11, 2017. 

Panel Presenter: “Martin McDonagh’s Parodoxes of Place” for “Honoring Weldon Thornton: Irish Literature,” South Atlantic Modern Language Association Meeting, Jacksonville, FL, November 4-November 6, 2016 
Panel Presenter: “Is She Fact or Is She Fiction?: The Immigrant Woman in the Irish Landscape in Neil Jordan’s Ondine” for “Contemporary Histories,” American Conference on Irish Studies National Meeting 2016, University of Notre Dame, March 30-April 3.
Invited Speaker: “Can Intensive Blogging Work for Your Course?” Liberal Arts Scholarship and Technology Summit, Penn State University—University Park, August 16, 2012. 

Panel Presenter:  “Teaching Rhetoric through Multi-Media Documentary Projects” for “Multimedia Pedagogy for a Combined- Skills Rhetoric Course.” Conference on College Composition and Communication 2011, Atlanta, GA, April 6-9. 

Panel Presenter: “Chasing the Faeries Away: Representations of Rural Electrification in Recent Irish Fiction.”  American Conference on Irish Studies 2010, Penn State University—University Park, May 5-8.

Invited Speaker: “Minimizing Academic Dishonesty.“ Office of Research Protections. Penn State University, University Park, PA, September, 2007. 

Panel Presenter: “How to Teach Tolerance Without Really Trying” for “Skills for Teaching about Diversity in Any Course,” Penn State Colloquy XI, Penn State University—University Park, May 11, 2005. 

Panel Presenter: “Ghosts of Roger Casement; Reconciliation and the Revenant in Yeats, Rudkin, and Carson,” SCMLA 2005 Conference, New Orleans, LA, October 28-30. 

Panel Presenter: “Sentence Combining and Sentence Deconstruction: Teaching Intuitive Grammar and Style in Composition and Literature Classrooms” for “Grammar’s Back: Maximizing Student Correctness,” NEMLA 2004 Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, March 3-6. 

Panel Presenter: “Irish ‘Double-Cross Dressing’ in Kipling’s Literature of Empire” for “Homo-, Gyno-, and Andrographesis: The Coded Empire,” SCMLA 2002 Conference, Austin, TX, October 31-November 2. 

Panel Chair: “Queer/Postcolonial,” NEMLA 2002 Conference, Toronto, ON, April 12-13. 

Panel Presenter: “Comparative Philology, Linguistic Decline, and the Emergence of the Scholar-Hero in the Imperial Romance” for “Victorian Languages,” NEMLA 2002 Conference, Toronto, ON, April 12-13.

Invited Speaker: “Queered Irish and Postcolonial Politics in The Crying Game,” for “Sex, Gender, and Popular Culture,” Duke University Studies in Sexuality Curriculum, Durham, NC, January 17 and 22, 2002.

Panel Presenter: “Romantic Ireland is Dead and Gone and Love is in the Grave: Politics and Pedagogy in Patrick McCabe’s The Dead School” for “The Fiction of Patrick McCabe,” NEMLA 2001 Conference, Hartford, CT, March 30-31.

Attendee: West Virginia University’s Summer Seminar in Literary and Cultural Studies: “Translating Tradition: Irish Writing Past and Present.”  Seminar Leader: Declan Kiberd.  Morgantown, WV, June 3-6, 1999.

Panel Presenter: "Mr. Whippy's Whipping Boys? Ireland as the Man-Child of Late-Capitalism in Roddy Doyle's The Van" for “Slouching Toward Bethlehem: Contemporary Irish Fiction,” American Conference of Irish Studies (ACIS), Southern Regional Meeting, Clemson University, SC, February 25-27, 1999. 
Panel Presenter: "Slipping Between the Cracks: Degeneration, Heterogeneity, and the Irish Subject in Stoker's Dracula" for “Victorian Gothic,” Central New York Conference on Language and Literature, SUNY-Cortland, October 18-20, 1998. 

Seminars

Workshop Participant, Penn’s Woods Sustainability Education Workshop, offered by PSU’s Sustainability Institute, June 22-24, 2022,

Professional Development, English 602, Spring 2010 & 11. Taught a teaching practicum course for experienced lecturers in which we explored new options for digital pedagogy, discussed perennial teaching topics, and blogged about teaching experiences in order to prepare a teaching philosophy and electronic teaching portfolio. 

Workshop Co-Facilitator: “Writing Across Your Curriculum: Planning Successful W Courses.” Penn State University. Sponsored by the Schreyer Institute and The Center for Excellence in Writing. Monday, March 3, 2008.

Workshop Series Co-Facilitator: COM 095 Introduction to Writing Across the Curriculum. This interactive one-day program helps faculty integrate a writing-intensive pedagogy into their “W” or other content classes. Co-facilitated workshop with Dr. Jon Olson in Summer 2005, 2006, 2008, and 2009. Sponsored by Penn State’s Human Resources Development Center and the Center for Excellence in Writing.

Workshop Series Facilitator: COM 089 Integrating Writing, Critical Thinking, and Active Learning in Classrooms Across the Curriculum.  An interactive four-session seminar that addresses writing issues faced by faculty who teach writing-intensive “W” courses, first-year seminars, or any course that helps students not just learn to write, but write to learn. Principle facilitator in Summer, 2006; Co-facilitated with Dr. Jon Olson in Summer, 2005. Sponsored by Penn State’s Human Resources Development Center and the Center for Excellence in Writing.

Workshop Series Facilitator: Friday Tea Topics. A bi-weekly, discussion-based workshop focusing on writing pedagogy and practice. Began Fall 2005 and ongoing during Fall and Spring semesters at University Park until Spring 2010. Free workshops offered through the Center for Excellence in Writing. 

Workshop Facilitator: “Analyze this! Teaching Students Effective Analytical Writing.”  Penn State University. Sponsored by the Schreyer Institute and The Center for Excellence in Writing. March 24, 2005. 
Teaching Experience: Rhetoric and Communication

CAS 100 A    Effective Communication
PSU
Spring, 2024

CAS 100 C    Effective Communication
PSU-World Campus
Summers, 2018-23
CAS/English137-38T Rhetoric and Civic Life
PSU
Fall 12-Present                                    Two-semester honors sequence focusing on oral, written, visual, and digital literacy

LA101 H 
    Rhetoric and Civic Life
PSU
Spring 10, 11,12                                  Four-credit honors course focusing on oral, written, visual, and digital literacy                                   

English 15   
    Rhetoric and Composition
PSU
Spring 08; Fall 08, 09, 10, 11
                                Theme: Civic Engagement; Since Spring 2008, taught as a linked course with CAS 100A as a College of Liberal Arts common reading experience initiative sponsored through The Center for Democratic Deliberation

English 30   
Honors Rhetoric and Composition
PSU
Fall 07, Spring 09
                                Theme: Consuming Desires: Eating, Shopping, and Living in America

English 30   
Honors Rhetoric and Composition
PSU
Fall 05; Spring 06
                                Theme: The Culture of Fear in American Life




English 15   
Rhetoric and Composition
PSU
Fall 04--Spring 06
                                 Theme: Culture and Civility




UW 20    
University Writing
GWU
Fall 03; Spring 04
                                 Theme: Fear Factor: The Culture of Fear in American Life



English 12
Writing Across the Disciplines
UNC-CH
Fall & Spring 01;
                                 Theme: Sports Arenas

Spring & Summer 02


English 12
Writing Across the Disciplines
UNC-CH
Fall and Spring 99
                                 Theme: Apocalypse Now! Millennial Anxiety in the 1990s   

English 32
Business Communication
       UNC-CH
Fall 99-Spring 03                     Self-paced Correspondence and Online Course                         


English 11
Rhetoric and Composition
       UNC-CH
Fall 97, 98

                                                                                                                                        First-Year Writing Course
 

Teaching Experience: Literature and Film 

English Faculty co-leader for Ireland Education Abroad Program, 
Summers 09, 11, 14
English 487W Senior Seminar

PSU

Fall 06
                                Theme: Literature of the Celtic Tiger

English 200
Introduction to Critical Reading

PSU

Fall 06, 08, 09; Spring 10
English 261
Exploring Literary Forms

PSU

Spring 06
                  Theme: Gothic Literature 




English 140   Contemporary Literature

PSU

Spring 05
                                 Theme: Unreal City: Gender, Hybridity, and Postmodern Space 
English 145   Modern Irish Literature 

PSU

Fall 05; Spring 07, 08, 09, 11
English 24
Contemporary Literature

UNC-CH

Fall 01
                                  Theme: Unreal City: Gender, Hybridity, and Postmodern Space 
English 23
Introduction to Fiction

UNC-CH 

Fall 2000                                                         Theme: History, Memory, and Nostalgia in 20th-Century Fiction  


English 42
Film Criticism
UNC-CH           
Spring 2000      

                   
 


Teaching Experience: Curriculum Design & Instructional Technology
Designed and taught new PSU course, “E-portfolio and Design,” LA 397A
2015-2016
Assisted in curriculum design of LA 101 H and ENGL/CAS 137H-138T 
Fall 2009-Present  
Ad hoc committee for developing new PSU 4-credit course, LA 101H
2008-2009

Curriculum Adaptation for Online Course

Summer 2002  

English 32 curriculum revision for UNC Independent Studies

Summer 2001                             

Wireless composition Instruction with web capabilities                      
2001-2002                                              Part of the Carolina Computing Initiative                        
Honors & Awards     
Center For American Literary Studies Best Poetry Prize, 2015
PSU

Nancy Lowe Award in Rhetoric and Composition, 2010

PSU 
English Department

Schreyer Institute for Teaching Excellence Travel Award, 2008 
PSU
PSU system-wide

$1650 to attend Lilly Teaching Professor Conference.
Hershel Teaching Award for Course Development

UNC-CH   
English Department                                 First Place 1999; 2001 

Frankel Dissertation Fellowship Award
UNC-CH
English Department               $5,000 awarded in Fall 2002 to support dissertation research and writing

Bruce Lea Award

UNC-CH
English Department                  $500 award for travel to 2002 NEMLA Conference
Bahr Fund Travel Award                                  
     
UNC-CH  
English Department 
$150-200 awarded in 1999, 2001 and 2002 to attend conferences


Service
General Education Faculty Scholar  2020-


    PSU 
      
    System Wide  
Selected Position
Representing the General Speaking and Writing Area on the Civic Education Subcommittee
RCL Committee, PSU, 2018-





     CAS & English Departments

Selected Position
Develop syllabus, guide curricular decisions and policy, and plan enrichment activities
Textbook Taskforce, PSU, Fall-2018


       PSU                     CAS Department
Selected position

Review textbook options for CAS general education textbook 
Faculty Advisor, PSU League of Women Voters, 2020-2022

PSU
  Campus wide

First-in-the-nation college chapter of League of Women Voters

Faculty Advisor, Better Politics PSU, Fall 2017-2018

PSU
   Campus wide

Student organization focused on strengthening democracy through redistricting reform and ballot access 
Faculty Advisor, Open the Box, Spring 2015-2017

PSU
Campus wide

Student organization focused on improving sexual-assault procedures and discussing gender issues
Faculty Advisor, Penn State Irish Society, 2009-2016

PSU
Campus wide

Student organization focused on representing and exploring Irish culture 

English Major Promotion Committee, Spring 2013-Present
PSU
English Department
Selected Position

Develop campaigns and strategies to promote the English major. Created a print ad campaign and will develop a brochure for incoming Paterno Fellow aspirants.
Lecturer Advisory Committee, Fall 2010-Spring 2012

PSU
English Department

Elected Position

Served on the newly formed English Department committee to advise on matters related to Lecturers 

Undergraduate Studies Committee, 2009-2011, 2015-

PSU
English Department

Elected Position

Served on undergraduate education committee to shape policy and curriculum

Coordinator of English 15/CAS 100A Collaboration, 2008-2010 PSU
English Department

Recruited, coordinated, and supported instructors teaching five linked sections of English 15 and CAS 100 A each fall, an initiative sponsored by the PSU Center for Democratic Deliberation. 


Composition Committee, 2009-2011

PSU
English Department

Elected Position

Served on advisory committee that steers composition program curriculum and policies

George Washington University Faculty Senate, Spring 2004
GWU
Campus wide

Appointments, Salary, and Promotions Policy Committee

Served on task force examining benefits, rights, and promotion issues for contract faculty. 

Faculty Mentor to Graduate Teaching Assistant, Spring 2004
 GWU
Univ. Writing Program
Mentored a GWU English Department graduate student in preparation for teaching UW 20 

Program Promotion Committee, Fall 2003-Spring 2004

 GWU
Univ. Writing Program
Developed leads for Program publicity and produced documents about the program for various audiences.

UW 20 Capstone Experience Committee, Fall 2003-Spring 2004
 GWU
Univ. Writing Program
Planned and developed the University Writing and Research Symposium 
Teaching Group Coordinator, 2001-2002

UNC-CH
English Department

Selected Position 

Led Teaching Fellows in mandatory English Department discussion group meetings.

Peer Review Committee Member, 2000-2001

UNC-CH
English Department

Elected Position 

Observed and evaluated teaching of Department Fellows in a constructive forum.

Critical Speakers Co-Chair, 1999-2000

UNC-CH    
English Department

Elected Position 

Engaged established and up-and-coming scholars for English Department lectures.
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